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 OUR MOTTO:
“IT IS EASIER TO BUILD A BOY THAN FIX A MAN”
 
Members,
Mississippi Youth Football has been built over the past 39 years with the concept of team work; we steadfastly believe that together we are better able to provide our individual communities with youth programs that are second to none.
Our values are:

1. Integrity, honest, fairness, respect, and safety are of the utmost importance

2. League Satisfaction, Our future depends on our ability to make our individual leagues successful; Our association will be proactive and easy to do business with. We will offer expert knowledge and practical solutions to benefit our leagues, players and our communities, and we will deliver on our promises by working together.
3. League engagement, we will foster a culture that promotes excellent performance, teamwork, inclusion, leadership, sportsmanship and growth

4. Innovation, we will always seek a better way, we will encourage change and seek the opportunity it brings.

Our vision and our goal will always be “a better, safer, more enjoyable way to provide our youth and our communities with the highest caliber youth Association possible and to always be working to improve, in every area, every year.” 
This is our vision, our hope, our dream, and this is what we have in the past and will continue in the future to dedicate our Association to.
May God bless each and every one you for your commitment to the youth in your area, I truly believe that as long as we remember to put the “youth” in front of the word football we will impact our youth and communities in a positive manner and we WILL make a difference!
Tom Polk, Commissioner
Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc

                            Mississippi Youth Football Association, INC.

2011 Member Teams
	League
	Director
	HOME
	CELL
	E-MAIL

	Bassfeild
	Marvin Berry
	943-6279
	270-9498
	mcltipp32@windstream.net

	Beat Four
	Jamie Rigney
	735-5818
	319-7095
	rigney@c-gate.net

	Beaumont
	Ed Sharp
	 
	270-3399
	BHARTFIE@southernco.com 

	Butler
	Jonathan Willis
	205-398-3263
	205-454-4066
	jonathanwillis22@yahoo.com

	Clara
	Turk West
	 
	315-0199
	cpitts@qualityplywood.com

	Carthrage
	Eddie Neal
	572-5039
	 
	eddielneal64@yahoo.com

	Collins
	Stump McDonald
	467-8554
	641-0980
	stumpsball@yahoo.com 

	Columbia
	Darrin Smith
	 
	543-4547
	ansmith@columbiaschools.org

	Crystal Springs
	Wildhorse
	720-5620
	 
	skipgq@aol.com 

	Dixie
	Richard Bounds
	544-4759
	310-4361
	r_bounds@bellsouth.net 

	Hattiesburg
	Derrick Jones
	318-608-9247
	477-4897
	hattiesburgyouthfootball@gmail.com

	Hazelhurst
	Shirley Sandifer
	894-3225
	754-1208
	beasshirley@att.net

	Heidelberg 
	Willie Arrington
	498-2460
	 
	jabarisnig@yahoo.com

	Kemper Co.
	Charles Westerfield
	677-2134
	 
	cwesterfield@emepa.com

	Laurel
	Robert Owens
	601-323-1317
	425-5112
	robert_owens@comcast.net

	Lake
	Micheal Hollingsworth
	 
	938-6272
	mycoopman@att.net

	Leaksville
	Rebecca Pierce
	 
	394-7856
	beccaepierce@yahoo.com

	Lexington
	Willie Reeves
	662-834-1825
	421-6479
	lexingtoncolts_ms@yahoo.com

	Lumberton
	Stanley McGowan
	601-796- 5355
	606-4165
	staceygarner46@yahoo.com,

	Mize
	Lester Ivy
	733-0505
	466-0678
	DragoDawg51@aol.com

	Morton
	Billy Meeks
	601-732-6252
	 
	mortonrecreation@yahoo.com

	Montecello
	Greg Sutton
	587-0868
	506-9021
	gregsutton@bellsouth.net

	Meridian
	Paul Lester
	 
	 
	plester@mpsd.k12.ms.us 

	Mt. Olive
	Delmas Eubanks
	797-4946
	497-3267
	mandygmsncom5@msn.com

	North Forrest
	Eric Ducksworth
	 
	 
	eric.ducksworth@yahoo.com

	Newton
	Dwayne Ruffin
	601-683-2816
	6880-1065
	dwaynerff@aol.com

	New Augusta
	James Benefield
	325-7711
	 
	 JamesmsRWA@yahoo.com 

	Neshoba
	Jerry Calaway
	656-7965
	562-1853
	deangelodmoore@yahoo.com

	Oak Grove
	Jeanette Martin
	736-8174
	310-1858
	jeanetteweathers@gmail.com

	Pelahatchie
	Ryan White
	601-750-8936
	 
	ryan74@bayspringstel.net 

	Petal
	Bill Dryer
	583-8462
	310-4759
	billdyer38@comcast.net

	Philadelphia
	Linda Johnson
	656-0262
	728-0800
	lJohns112192@yahoo.com

	
	
	
	
	

	League
	Director
	HOME
	CELL
	E-MAIL

	Popularville
	Micheal Brown
	`
	601-795-1528
	Michaelbrown143@hotmail.com

	Pisgah
	Mark Lampkin
	 
	 
	ultimatesport886@bellsouth.net

	PRC
	Ryan Lee
	 
	 
	rhino7372@yahoo.com

	Puckett
	Jeffery Riels
	 
	573-5817
	puckettyouthfc@att.net

	Prentiss
	Daryhl Hartzog
	792-8526
	517-5620
	daryhlH@aol.com

	Purvis
	Scott Kindricks
	 
	297-2202
	dskendrick@hotmail.com

	Quitman
	Johnny Dear
	776-0035
	527-6606
	aandj981@bellsouth.net

	Raliegh
	Otis Seaberry
	782-9429
	 
	mavis.seaberry@yahoo.com

	Raymond (HINDS CO)
	Anthony Hicks
	 
	596-8252
	anthony.r.hicks@gmail.com

	Richton
	Chris Perry
	788-1998
	689-0297
	CHRIS.PERRY@GAPAC.com

	Runnelstown
	Jamie Stansell
	582-7073
	550-1128
	jaimestansell@ymail.com

	Sandhill
	James Meadows
	989-2482
	270-9073
	statetaxman86@yahoo.com

	Scott Central
	Tommy Wash
	536-3677
	946-3207
	EMTChristy@aol.com

	Sacred Heart
	Joe Bishop
	408-6586
	408-6586
	joebishop@comcast.net

	Seminary
	Bucky Lott
	 
	517-2881
	buckylott@yahoo.com

	Stone County
	Kevin Kostmayer
	 
	528-2331
	kostmayer@hotmail.com

	Simson Co.
	Nick Floyd
	847-0146
	382-0657
	nfloyd8655@aol.com

	Sumrall
	Tony Stringer
	 
	550-0289
	TONYSTRINGER92@GMAIL.COM

	Taylorsville
	Richard Mayers
	725-4390
	422-9940
	tartarfootball@yahoo.com

	Waynesboro
	Charles Chapman
	601-735-0596
	410-7144
	wghnursingadm@waynegeneralhospital.org

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


I.  Officers
A.   Commissioner
1.      The Commissioner shall be elected to serve 3-year terms.

2.      The Commissioner shall serve as the President and Chairman of the board of directors of the Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.

B.    Senior Vice Commissioner
1.      The Senior Vice-Commissioner shall be elected or appointed by the Commissioner to serve 3-year terms.

2.      The Senior Vice-Commissioner shall act as the chief adviser to the commissioner. 

3.      The Senior Vice Commissioner shall assume the duties of the Commissioner in the event he becomes unable to complete his term, or in the event he cannot attend any meeting or event.

C.   Vice Commissioners 

            1.  There shall be at least three, and may be a number equal to the number of   

Of Districts that make up the association, solely at the discretion of the                                     Commissioner
2.      The Vice-Commissioner shall be elected or appointed by the Commissioner to serve 3-year terms.

3.      The Vice-Commissioner shall act as an adviser to the commissioner, and assist in the operation of the League as directed by the Commissioner. 

4.      The most senior Vice-Commissioner shall assume the duties of the Sr. Vice Commissioner in the event that he is unable to complete his term, or has to assume the duties of the Commissioner.

D.    At Large Vice Commissioner(s) 

1.      The At Large Vice-Commissioner(s) shall be appointed by the Commissioner to serve in special areas of expertise which are required to efficiently and effectively run the Association.

2.    These Vice-Commissioner(s) report directly to the Commissioner and shall be assigned to work in their field of expertise, whether as advisor, or administrator.

3.       These Vice-Commissioner(s) shall include but are not limited to, legal affairs, financial affairs, medical advisor, public relations and or other advisor or administrative roles.

4.  These officers shall be exempt from the requirement of active participation for the previous three years, and may or may not be active in all areas of the Association at any time, except as required to perform task associated with their express areas of expertise.

5. Except when acting as President of a league, they shall not be allowed to vote on general matters coming before the Board of Directors of Mississippi Youth Football. 

6. They may, and are required to advise the Commissioner as well as the Board to veto any matter with in there field of expertise that may conflict with legal issues or standards, the health and well being of our players, or any such matter that could reasonably have an adverse affect on the MYFAI or its members as to there liability, integrity, safety or their reputation. 

E.    District Representatives

1.      The Commissioner shall appoint a board of advisers consisting of one Representative for each District or one per Vice commissioner. These Representatives shall consist of league officials, coaches, and officers of member leagues, with at least three years active participation in this Association.

2.      This Board shall serve one-year terms, and will represent all Divisions and general locations of the Association.

3.      These members shall assist the Commissioner and Vice Commissioners in investigating complaints and protest, heading projects, assisting new leagues, assisting with scheduling, and other duties as directed by the Commissioners.   

F.    Other officers or offices may be added at the Commissioners discretion if necessary.

II.   Membership
A.   Membership Requirements
1.      Mississippi Youth Football, Inc. (Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.). Members consist of local community football leagues. All new members will be considered for membership according to the provisions set forth in the by-laws of Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.

2.      By submitting for and accepting membership in this Association all members agree to follow the rules laid out by Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc., and understand that they may be subject to fines, penalties, suspensions or expulsions for violations of any rules, either game or ethical.

3.      Each member league may form its on individual set of rules and regulations, however they must meet or exceed those set forth by Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.

4.      Each member league must elect or appoint a president; the president shall be responsible for all actions of the league, its officers, coaches, and fans from Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.’s standpoint.

5.      Should any member league become unable to appoint or elect a president for any reason the commissioner shall assume the responsibilities of the president, or appoint a proxy, until such time as one may be duly elected or appointed.

6.      Each member league has a responsibility to conduct their business affairs in an ethical and honest way, which will reflect positively on their league, youth sports and Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.

7.      Any Parent, Player, or Concerned Member of the community may submit to the commissioner any unfair, unsafe, or unethical actions taken by a league or members of a league. The commissioner shall be required to investigate and act on all such complaints. The member league must furnish all information requested, in a timely manner, to the Office of the Commissioner upon request.

8.      Each member will be assessed a fee of $2.00 per child on their rosters, said fee will be to the commissioner or his designated agent no later than one week after the member’s first home game.

9.      Each member will submit complete team rosters that include name, number, and official weight along with the birth certificate and photograph of each player listed on the roster in a three ring binder on the day of the “Official Weigh-In”. Additions to the team roster after this day are solely at the commissioner’s discretion and approval.

10. All new leagues requesting membership in MYFAI shall be accepted on a one season probationary period. After successfully completing the first season, the Board of Directors shall vote at the next scheduled meeting or by special email ballot, to accept or deny membership. Membership, along with full voting and all other benefits shall be awarded to all new leagues meeting the conditions stated above and attaining a 90% positive vote of a qualm consisting as MYFAI members.    

B.    Voting Privileges
1.      Voting privileges are limited to one vote per member regardless of the number of teams the member has participating in Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.

2.      Only the league president or his assigned proxy may vote.

3. Leagues will not be allowed to vote during their first season as they are considered probationary teams until full membership is granted by vote of the member leagues after successfully completing one season.

C.   Member Officers and Coaches
1.      The member league selects all local officers, head coaches, and assistant coaches.

2.      All head coaches must complete the National Youth Sports Coaches Association Certification program and keep a current status.

3.      All local officers, head coaches, and assistant coaches participating in their local league are representing both their league and Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. They must conduct themselves with proper sportsmanship and as positive youth role models and leaders.

4.      Any undesirable act, on or off the field, will be grounds for suspension or expulsion from the program.

5.      All local officers, head coaches, and assistant coaches may be levied a $50.00 fine and any other penalties deemed suitable by the commissioner, including being expelled from the conference, for any un-sportsmanlike or inappropriate act, on the field or off, deemed to be inappropriate for youth leaders, or causing their local league or Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. to be viewed in a negative light.

6.      Any coach ejected from a game will automatically serve a complete game suspension and pay a fine of $50.00. Suspension for the year will result on any same second offense the same year.
7. Any coach, President or other member that makes any public statement, or actions that could cause damage to MYFAI, or any of its member teams shall be subject to being expelled or other penalties deemed suitable by the commissioner.
III.  Players
A.   Requirements and Conduct
1.      All members shall encourage fair play and satisfactory academic progress of players within their local leagues.

2.      Any undesirable act will be grounds for suspension or expulsion from the program. This will include acts performed by their parents or guardians.

3.      Any player ejected from a game will automatically serve a complete game suspension. Suspension for the year will result on any same second offense the same year.

4.      Teams may be fined $25.00 for each un-sportsmanlike penalty called on its players and $50.00 for coaches. In addition the players or coaches may face suspension, or expulsion depending on the infraction at the Commissioners discretion 

5.      Players who are injured must be taken out of participation until it has been determined that further participation will not aggravate any possible injury. A parent or guardian must be notified as soon as possible after an injury.

6.      All players must play a minimum one play in a game. This includes playoffs, sanctioned bowl games as well as regular season games.
B.    Boundaries
1.      Member Leagues shall draw their players from boundaries laid out by county or city school boards. It is the responsibility of the member league president to ensure that players come from within these boundaries.

2.      Players may also be attained from any area that does not have a team affiliated with Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. however once a player has signed up with a member team he may not play for another member team without being granted a written waiver from the first team.

3.      Players wishing to cross these set boundaries must receive a waiver in writing from his “Home Team” president; the Commissioner must approve this waiver, and it must be submitted with their book.

4.      A copy of the written waiver shall be submitted to the commissioner along with the complete team roster as required in Section II, A, 9.

5.      Any Player found to be in violation of this rule should be expelled.

6.      Member leagues found to be purposely violating these rules shall be guilty of violating eligibility rules and treated accordingly.

* “recruiting” players from a protected area is considered unethical and will not be tolerated, coaches proven to be involved will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including being suspended.

7.      EXCEPTION: Should a new team form, players shall be allowed to play for the new team or may continue playing for the team they played for the previous season. Future siblings shall be included in this rule.

8.      EXCEPTION: The Commissioner shall hear and rule on any reasonable request by parents due to hardships.

C.   Registration
1.      All Registration fees will be at the discretion of the member leagues.

2.      All registration and release forms must be completed and returned to the local league officers before a child can participate. These forms must include proof of insurance and must be signed and dated by a parent or guardian.

D.   Legal Players
1.      All students who are League Age of 7 through 12 are legal players and able to participate.

2.      No student who is in the 7th grade may participate, Regardless of League Age.

3.      No student that is League Age of 13 may participate, Regardless of grade status.

4.      League Age is that age attained as of September 1st of the current season year.

IV. Teams
       A.   Classifications
1.      Each player will be placed on a roster and participate according to the following three (3) classifications:

a) Rookie
*6 yr olds may be used to fill out a 28 man roster only
	7 Year Olds
	120 Pounds or less

	8 Year Olds
	120 Pounds or less

	Eligible Players*
	95  Pounds or less

	
	


b) Midget
	 
	7 year olds
	121 - 145 Pounds

	 
	8 Year Olds
	121 - 145 Pounds

	
	9 Year Olds
	145 Pounds or less

	 
	10 Year Olds
	145 Pounds or less 

	 
	Eligible Players
	100 Pounds or less

	 
	No 11 or 12 Yr. Olds
	Regardless of weight

	
	
	
	
	


c) Pee-Wee
	9 Year Olds
	146 Pounds or more

	10 Year Olds
	146 Pounds or more

	11 Year Olds
	All weights

	12 Year Olds
	 All weights

	Eligible players*
	125 Pounds or less


2.      Eligible Players are those that may play in the position of offensive backfield, receivers, or advance an interception or fumble recovery.

3.      All eligible players must wear the numbers 1 - 49 and 80 - 99. However these players MAY play any position, eligible or not.
4.      All ineligible players must wear the numbers 50 - 79.

5.      All ineligible players in all three classifications must play in the line from tackle to tackle on offense; an eligible player must cover them up.

6.      Players may “play up” to help out their member teams if the team requesting the assistance has less than 22 players on their roster. The eligibility rules for the team classification that the player is moving up to apply. (I.e. a 101-pound Midget is an eligible player in the Peewee classification even though the same player is not an eligible player in the Midget class, but must wear an eligible number to play in an eligible position.) Any players moving up must be added to the roster of the team they are helping for each game they participate in. The number of players on a roster, as it pertains to this rule shall be defined as the number of players who are in attendance at the time players are requested to move up. (I.e. a team has 22 players on it’s roster, only 17 show up at game time, this team may move 5 players up to fill their roster.

7.      8 year olds are not allowed to step up to Peewees regardless of the number of players on the roster.

8.      Any team found violating the eligibility rules will forfeit all games in question and be subject to additional penalties, up to and including expulsion from Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.
B.    Weigh-in
1.      All players must be weighed in by Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. The commissioner will set procedures, times, and places for the “official weigh-in” each season. All coaches are welcome to witness each team’s weigh-in.

2.      There will be one additional “official weigh-in” per season to accommodate players who for one reason or another could not make the date set.

3.      The commissioner will use his sole discretion to “weigh-in” and roster a child that was unable to attend either of the two “official weigh-ins”.

4.      Weights are counted in whole numbers. Fractions of pounds are not counted. Example: a player weighing 105.9 lbs will be roistered as 105.

C.   Practices
1.      Practice drills such as “bull in the ring” and all variations of this type drill are expressly forbidden by Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.
2.      Practice schedules shall be limited to 2 hours a day when practicing 3 days a week or less. One and one half-hours a day when practicing 4 or more days per week.  Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. strongly suggests that teams do not practice on Sunday.

V.   Regular Season Games

A.   Concession Fees
1.      The concession fees are at the discretion of the host team.
B.    Admission to Games
a) Regular season gate admissions will not exceed $4.00. Any discounts given for age such as senior citizen and young children are at the sole discretion of the host.
b) All host members must provide a soft drink for each player and cheerleader after games.
c) All participating coaches, sponsors, players, cheerleaders, and their spouses shall be allowed to attend free of charge. A conference pass will be issued for identification of free attendance at the president’s meeting prior to the first game.
(1) The following limit will apply to each member.
(a) 1 President pass and 1 president/spouse pass.
(b) 4 coaches passes and 4 coach/spouse passes.       

(c) 1 cheerleader sponsor and 1 cheerleader/spouse pass.
VI. Regular Season Play

1. The divisions and regular season schedule shall be announced by the Commissioner before the 1st game of the season each year. 
VI. Post Season Games
A - Playoffs and Bowl Games
1.      Post Season play format will be set each year and announced by the commissioner by the 2nd game week of the current regular season.

2.      The commissioner at the conclusion of the current regular season will announce post-season playoff times and locations. Playoff sites will be awarded by the commissioner on a rotating basis, at his discretion, at the post-season meeting. 

3.      The office of the Commissioner will provide all post-season trophies.

4.      Bowl games will be set and played at the discretion of the commissioner and the same rules apply as post-season play.

5.      If a team accepts a post-season bid and does not play the game, that team will not be eligible for the next year’s playoffs and will pay a $300.00 fine. The fine will be forwarded to the host team to help defray the cost of officials and concessions.

B.    Admission to Playoff Games
1.      Gate admissions will not exceed $4.00, for the first two rounds, $5.00 for the semi final championship round. Any discounts given for age such as senior citizen and young children are at the sole discretion of the host.

2.      All hosts must provide a soft drink for each player and cheerleader after each game.

3.      All participating coaches, sponsors, players, cheerleaders, and their spouses shall be allowed to attend free of charge. A conference pass will be issued for identification of free attendance at the president’s meeting prior to the first game. The same limit will apply as set forth in section V, B, 3.

VII.          Cheerleaders and Pep Squads
A.   Requirements and Conduct
1.      Cheerleaders, Cheer teams, and Pep Squads are an important part of this association and shall be treated as such, whether an affiliate of the member league or as an independent body.

2.      Admission to regular season and post-season games is covered in rules V.B.3.b.2 and VI.B.3.b.2.

3.      No cheer or music, which has profanity or vulgar content, shall be allowed.

4.      Dances or cheers in which the teams make suggestive or inappropriate movements or acts are forbidden.

5.      All cheerleaders, cheer teams, and pep squads, whether an affiliate of the member league or an independent body, must adhere to association participation rules.

6.      All cheerleaders, cheer teams, and pep squads, whether an affiliate of the member league or an independent body, participate at the discretion of the commissioner and may be expelled for any acts that cause their local school system, their community, their league or this association to viewed in a negative light.

VIII.       Protests
A.   Requirements
1.      No protests are allowed involving judgment calls made by the referees.

2.      No protests are allowed during the game.

3.      All protests must be filed in writing with the commissioner and league president within seventy-two (72) hours of the incident.

4.      There is no time limit on protests involving ineligible or illegal players.

B.    Rulings
1.      A team found violating the eligibility or legality rules will forfeit all games in question and be subject to additional penalties, up to and including expulsion from the league.

2.      When the commissioner receives a protest involving a rules violation, he will investigate or appoint a rules committee to investigate the incident. Either’s decision and the resulting action will be at the Commissioner’s discretion.

3.      The office of the Commissioner will rule and reprimand on all protests. All rulings, decisions, and reprimand of the commissioner will be final and without recourse.

IX.            Game Rules
A.   Official Time, Time Outs, Field of Play
1.      All games will have an officiating crew consisting of two (2) on field officials and one (1) clock official.

2.      Heat Time Outs will be allowed through the month of September and thereafter only by agreement of the opposing teams. Heat breaks will follow the guidelines set by MHSAA.

3.      All games will be played on a field of eighty yards in length by 150’ to 167’ wide. All fields MUST have a fence or other barrier separating the field of play from the fans and parents. 

4.      All games will consist of four (4) quarters. Each quarter will be eight (8) minutes. There will be a sixty-second break between quarters. Half time will be ten (10) minutes. The clock will be operated by a certified official and per MHSAA rules.

5.      The offensive team will have 30 seconds to put the ball into play once the referee has set and signaled the ball ready for play.

6.      Maximum penalty for all infractions except un-sportsmanlike conduct will be ten (10) yards. Malicious un-sportsmanlike conduct on a player or any un-sportsmanlike penalty on a coach will be fifteen (15) yards. Referees are required to report these infractions to the office of the commissioner within 24 hours.

B.    On Field Coaches
1.      There will be one coach allowed on the field at a time on offense or defense. The only exception to this rule is when an injury occurs.

2.      Coaches must not coach after the offensive team breaks huddle: there will be one warning for the offending team. The referee needs only to warn a team once, not each coach on a team, and then a un-sportsman penalty for the next infraction in the same game will be assessed.

3.      Defensive coaches may direct their defense until the offensive line goes down to set if a team is using a “no huddle” offense.

4.      Coaches must stand at least five (5) yards behind their deepest players on offense and defense. Warnings and penalties are the same as coaching after a huddle break.

            C.   Kick Offs, Punts, Field Goals, and PATs
1.      Kick Offs

a) On a Kick Off the ball will be spotted ten (10) yards from midfield in the kicking team’s territory.
b) In lieu of a Kick Off the kicking team can elect to have the ball spotted twenty (20) yards from their opponent’s goal line.
2.      Punts

a) In lieu of punting the punting team can elect to have the referee advance the ball thirty yards from the line of scrimmage. If the thirty-yard spot carries the ball inside of the ten- (10) yard line the ball will be spotted at the ten- (10) yard line. If the thirty-yard spot carries the ball into the end zone, then the punt is considered a touchback and will be spotted at the twenty- (20) yard line.
3.      Field Goals

a) If a team elects to kick a field goal and the game is being played on a regulation 100-yard field, then the referee will advance the ball ten (10) yards to set a new line of scrimmage. MHSAA rules apply to all field goal attempts once the referee has placed the ball.
                     4.      PATs

a) If a team elects to kick a PAT and the game is being played on a regulation 100 yard field, then the referee will advance the ball ten (10) yards to the High School PAT mark. MHSAA rules apply to all PAT attempts once the referee has placed the ball.

* Kicking off, punting and field goals are completely at the teams discretion, they do not have to announce their intent to officials or the opposing team before the game or any other time prior to their decision to kick .
D.   Games resulting in a Tie
1.      All division games that result in a tie will be played off by MHSAA tiebreaker rules.

2.      All non-division games that result in a tie may remain a tie, or may be played off by MHSAA rules if both teams agree to play the tie breaker.
All rules not specifically addressed in this section will follow the guidelines and rules set by the Mississippi High School Athletic Association, (MHSAA)

X. Flag League

Mission Statement:    

The Mississippi Youth Football Association will in the 2009 season sanction and schedule Flag football play for the purpose of furthering youth sports, encouraging sportsmanship and participation. The games will be a tool to expound the league’s motto, “Its Easier to Build a Boy than to mend a Man”. All involved in this arm of the league will be expected to conform to stricter guidelines on sportsmanship and participation than ever before.  It is our goal to bring our love for the game to more of our youth through fun and participation.
A. General Rules  

· All team members are to have jerseys tucked in his or her shorts during the game.

· Standardized flags handed out by Mississippi Youth Football Association will be used during each game.

· All players are to have a mouth piece in before taking the field during practices and games.

· 24 point rule will be in effect this year; (If a team is ahead by more than 24 points the other team will be allowed to keep possession of the ball until there is less than a 24 point spread in the game).

· Fumbles are a live ball for either team.

· Ages are 7 and under, girls and boys.

· Every player on the field is eligible to run or catch the ball after it touches the quarterback’s hands.

· Two time outs per half, per team will be allowed.

· Time clocks will stop for time outs and change of possession only.
· Should a players flags fall off with out being pulled by a defensive player; the play will be blown dead at the spot the flag came off.
· One coach per team is allowed on the field during regular play, additional coach may enter the field during time outs and in the event of an injured player.
B: TEAMS
1: Teams will consist of 6 year-old and under boys and girls. Ages are as of September 1, of the current year.

2: Each league must ensure that its teams are divided as close as possible, (by their numbers), between the age groups, there will be NO “loading” of teams with older players. (I.E.) A team of 12 players will consist of 3 - 5 year olds 3 - 6 year olds and 3 - 7 year olds. The penalty for violation of this rule will simply be the “loaded” teams will not be allowed to compete in this league.
3: A team will be limited to 14 players unless special circumstances warrant the commissioner’s dispensation.
4: ALL coaches must complete National Youth Sports Coaches certification.

5:  If a team arrives at a game “short” a player, it may borrow a player off one of its other teams. 
 C: The Game 

1: The Game will be played on an 80 yard field.

2:  A Game will consist of two (2) 20 minute halves with a 8 minute break between halves the clock will stop only on time outs or change of possession.
3:  Each team will be allowed two (2) 60 second time-outs per half.

4:  Each team will have 7 players and 1 coach on the field.

5:  There will be no coaching by the offensive or defensive coach on the field once the ball is snapped, they must neither direct their players nor speak to their players until the play is over. The offending coaches’ team will be penalized 10 yards.

6:  Each player must wear a mouthpiece.
7:  There will be no contact between players “Screening is allowed as long as no contact is made; Penalty for contact will be 5 yards.

8:  Play is stopped when the flag is pulled, a player is not down by contact with the ground, and the flag must be pulled. The defensive player must hold the flag above the head to indicate the end of a play.
9:  The Offensive player carrying the football cannot “Guard” or hold the flag or belt to keep a defensive player from pulling the flag; penalty 10 yards walked off from the previous line of scrimmage

10:  If a team chooses to punt the offense must not go down field until the ball is kicked and the defense can not rush. A “Punt” is marched off 30 yards if you choose not to kick but the ball will not be placed down inside 10 yards from the goal if the 30 yard advance would have carried the ball into the end zone the ball will be placed on the 20 yard line; Kickoffs will be allowed, if you choose to kick the ball will be spotted 10 yards from mid field for the kick. If a team chooses not to kick off the ball will be spotted 20 yards from their goal line to begin play. 
11: The offensive line must be at least a center and a lineman on either side of the center. All players are eligible to go downfield and catch passes or take handoffs. There will be no “center sneak”
12: Each team will have 4 downs to earn a first down, a first down will be awarded when the offensive team gains 10 yards.
13: The defense must line up three (3) yards off the ball, and may rush when the ball is snapped.
14: Interceptions and fumbles are a live ball and may be advanced by the defense. 
15. The defense can not tackle or hold a player or a player’s uniform to assist in pulling the flag, Penalty 10 yards marched off from the end of the run. 
16*** All players MUST play in each half, NO exceptions except illness or injury.

17: There will be no protest allowed on the field; all protests must be filed to the commissioner within 72 hrs of the games end.  Any situation that arises and is not covered under these rules will be covered by the MYFA rules and regulations until the commissioner can issue a ruling.
18.  24 point rule; If a team is ahead by more than 24 points the other team will be allowed to keep possession of the ball until there is less than a 24 point spread in the game.
19. Inadvertent flag loss. A player whose flag comes off during a play without being pulled by the opposing team, the play shall be dead at the spot that the flag came off.
IMPORTANT NOTE;

Unsportsmanlike conduct by coaches or fans in this age group will not be tolerated. This play is for the kids and the offending Adults will be suspended or expelled. Unsportsmanlike conduct by the players will be addressed on a case by case basis and penalties will range from warnings to suspensions and through expulsion if deemed necessary 

XI   Tinamite Division
Mission Statement:    

The Mississippi Youth Football Association will in the 2011season sanction and schedule 6 & under tackle football play for the purpose of furthering youth sports, encouraging sportsmanship and participation. The games will be a tool to expound the league’s motto, “It’s Easier to Build a Boy than to mend a Man”. All involved in this arm of the league will be expected to conform to stricter guidelines on sportsmanship and participation than ever before.  It is our goal to bring our love for the game to more of our youth through fun and participation.
Due to the fact that this division was grand-fathered into MYFAI in conjunction with the new six Southern leagues, and this division was in fact, a tradition of long standing with the afore said leagues, MYFAI will add the Office of Vice Commissioner for the Tinamite division to the executive Board Of Directors. This officer will be chosen by the teams fielding Tinamite teams for this term only, subject to the approval of the Commissioner. The mandatory requirement  
of three years active participation in MYFAI to hold office is hereby waved for this selection only and will be for a two year term. Any future officers will revert to the standard rules and requirements of three years active participation.
2. Tinamites shall consist of players 6 years old and under.

3. Age shall be determined by the age attained as of September 1, of the current year.

4. Maximum weight for eligible players shall not exceed 75 LBS. Players over this weight may not line up in any eligible position.
5. Players 75lbs and under shall wear jersey numbers 0 through 49, 80 through 99.

6. Players exceeding 75 LBS shall wear jersey numbers 50 through 79 only.

B. Field of play: The field shall be 80 yards in length with two ten yard end zones by 150’ to 167’ in width.

C. There shall be at least one certified referee at each game

D.  Players: each team shall consist of 11 players in standard formations. EXCEPTION:  It shall be deemed an official game if a team can field a minimum of 8 players, the opposing team must reduce his players on the field to the number of players fielded by the opposing team .
1. GAME RULES:
A. Defense lineman must line head up on the offensive, at no time will they be allowed to line up in the gap.

B. Offences must line up in standard formation, no swinging gates, or or split line formations will be allowed

C. There shall be no nose guard allowed, no player may line head up on the center.

D. Quarter back sneaks will not be allow due to the defense not being allowed to line up a nose guard.

E. Linebackers are required to line up at least three yards from the line of scrimmage. 

F. There shall be no blitzing of defensive backs, or cornerbacks

G. The defense may not stunt players.

2. The game shall consist of 4 six minuet quarters with a 8 minuet half time.

3. Each team shall be allowed two time outs per half, time outs may not be carried over from one half to another.

	2011 OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS

	OFFICE-DUTY
	 
	Name
	Home
	Cell
	Email

	Commissioner
	 
	Tom Polk
	758-0866
	543-5279
	TRayPolk@aol.com

	Senior Vice Commissioner
	North East 
	Lester Ivy
	733-0505
	466-0678
	Dragodawg51@aol.com

	Vice Commissioner
	North West
	Johnny Dear
	776-0035
	527-6606
	aandj981@bellsouth.net

	Vice Commissioner
	East Central
	J.L. Breazeale
	583-8462
	543-6518
	jlbreazeale@bellsouth.net

	Vice Commissioner
	Legal
	Paul Walley
	788-6267
	408-0270
	PaulWalley@aol.com

	Vice Commissioner
	South
	Michael Brown
	601-795-1528
	
	Michaelbrown143@hotmail.com
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Vice Commissioner


	 Central North
	Dwayne Ruffin
	601-683-2816
	880-1065
	dwaynerff@aol.com

	Vice Commissioner
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Vice Commissioner
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Chaplain
	 
	Eddie Neal
	572-5039
	 
	eddielneal64@yahoo.com

	Assigning Referee
	Laurel Asso
	JJ Williams
	765-4422
	765-3558
	jncw1964@yahoo.com

	Assigning Referee
	Hattiesburg Asso
	ML Pittman
	736-4076
	441-3793
	MaryPittman@bellsouth.net

	Assigning Referee
	Wayne Asso
	Jackie Hathorne
	264-7727
	 
	sgqb2416@hotmail.com

	Assigning Referee
	Meridian Asso
	Steve Galistel
	 
	934-7214
	ref_kb@yahoo.com
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